
The Transnational
Apolitical Humanitarian: A
Consequence of Biafra

I’m interested in the interactions
between the West and Africa more

specifically the longevity in
continuing interactive history from

slavery to abolitionism to imperialism
to humanitarianism. I'm particularly

interested in the consistent usage of
similar language and narratives of
justification. Today, I’m exploring

part of that history, namely
humanitarianism, since it’s most

relevant today and is only growing as
a business. 

 

Introduction

How can we engage with humanitarianism
more critically when taking into account its
long history in the interaction between the

West & Africa?

Objective

I will study humanitarianism in this
broader context through the case study

of the "failed" secessionist state of
Biafra. Moreover, I will briefly delve into
an analysis of Biafra’s solidification of

the perception of Africa as “evil” Africa
to the West and largely to the

humanitarian sector and the persistent
consequences today. 

Methodology

The Biafran crisis created the
justification for Western influence to

sustain itself through the newly
developed transnational human rights
that had been conceptualized at the

time. Framed as a method of protecting
and sustaining individual human rights

from their distrustful leadership, a
seemingly apolitical sector that

transcended the nation emerged. The
distrustful, “evil Africa” perception the
West holds justifies removal from the

political yet simultaneously justifies the
intervention for the sake of the

innocent individual and their infringed
human rights.

 

Results

The rhetoric of an “Evil” Africa and the
need to save inhabitants from its own
leadership persists today and when
framing it in the larger history of the
interactions between Africa and the

West reveals a persistent and
unchanging language. The African is not
fit for self-rule and needs the Western

world as a parent and constant
intervention and the only thing changing
is the form of intervention from slavery
to imperialism to humanitarianism today

Analysis

Humanitarianism only perpetuates a
cycle and narrative of need without
addressing the root of the problem,
usually the political angle. The work

humanitarians do is important and
recognizable, but at the end of the

day, we live in a political world.
Refusing to address that

intersectionally is harmful. 

Conclusion
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